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What do you have to do to get an A in a report card? It is no secret that | have high expectations that staff and students will
do their best to improve learning results for each and every student in our school.

Report-writing is a matter of evidence and fact. Teachers look at your child’s work, and match what we see to the
Queensland Studies Authority standards. Google them — you can see for yourself in detail what a child of a particular age is
expected to achieve. http://www.gsa.gld.edu.au/learning/3161.html

That being said, report cards are no substitute for the conversation you have with your child’'s teacher as the weeks go by, so
if you have a concern, talk to your teacher as soon as you can. If you haven't had an idea of how your child has been going
by now, we’ve been missing some vital conversations.

Teachers feel a lot of pressure to give out ‘feelgood’ reports. To make life easier for ourselves in the short term, we would
rather have conversations with parents about children having reached their potential, than the difficult ones that say ‘well they
could have tried harder’. | ask myself ‘Would parents rather learn that their child wasn't doing their best now, or when they
struggle in high school?’ My preference is to catch them young, and give them the support they need.

And if a child is not performing for the 6 hours of school time, will a little bit of homework fill this gap?
Thankfully, most reports this semester tell a very satisfying story about students trying their best. Next term we will meet in
parent-teacher meetings to plan what can be done to improve learning in class if a report isn’t what you expected for your

child, and stretch those high-achievers who need the extension.

Please find the Queensland Studies Authority ‘standards’ infosheet inserted into our newsletter to give you a sense of what is
expected from our students, and for further information, contact your class teacher and chat with them!

Thank you
Mr Matt Taylor

DATE CLAIMERS

Friday June 26

Student Progress Reports

Friday June 26

Last Day Term 2

Saturday 27 June — Sunday July 12

Winter Holidays

Monday July 13 — Friday July 17

Mr Taylor on long service leave

Monday July 13 — Friday July 17

Mrs White acting pricipal

Monday July 13

Pupil — Free Day

Tuesday July 14

First day of Term 3 for students

July 20 or 22

P&C Meeting @ 5.30pm

Tuesday July 14 — Friday July 24

Parent, Student and Teacher learning
programme interviews
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COULD ALL LIBRARY BOOKS
PLEASE BE RETURNED TO

SCHOOL TOMORROW

If you are new to the job, we will help you. Become a part of the team that is helping to raise the funds for our services,
because there are lots more names needed on the roster - Have you joined the roster yet?
Next meeting either 20 " " or22™ July (to be comfirmed...)

For more info...

1. Apply for membership and attend the next meeting to have your membership endorsed (forms available from Office)

2. Read this weekly newsletter — if the activity is in here, the P&C has probably discussed it!
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ARRIVING EARLY

Children arriving before 8.45am need to
be signed into Before School Care.
The time children can start coming
upstairs to ready themselves for the

learning day is 8.45am.

We are often unable to supervise children
before this time as we tend to schedule
our meetings etc at this time of the day.

Thank you for your co-operation.

EASY ACTIVITY
FEES!

Now we can all pay fees straight into our school
account! While Tracey is always available on
Wednesday mornings to collect fees, it can also
be done through your online banking
arrangements. Remember to email Tracey
payment confirmation, and thanks for your help.

Branch: Fortitude Valley QLD
BSB: 064-002
Account No.: 00091274




JUNIOR CLASS TERM REVIEW!!

What a term!!! We have had an amazing term learning, creating and investigating in the junior classroom.
We began our term investigating insects, in particular ants. The children carried out scientific experiments,
researched through books and computers, and we built an ant farm. It took our ants a while to get used to
their new environment (inside a plastic box!) but once they got going they build tunnels and chambers for us
to watch. This then lead to the children making a real life, 3D ant farm of their own. The children had to
problem solve, compromise and discuss different aspects of an ant colony. The children also had to
construct ants to go in their ant colony but they had to have 6 legs, a head, a thorax and an abdomen. We
made drone ants, solider ants, worker ants, eggs, larvae, pupae and of course a queen ant. This experience
then migrated into our maths learning where the children had to graph how many ants they had made and
construct and solve addition problems. It was an amazing across curriculum learning experience for all!!!

Our ant colony  Bas constructing hisant O  urants Constructing the colony  Our ant farm

We went on an exciting adventure by train to Hamilton State School where we participated in Under 8's day
activities. There was face painting, play dough, parachute games, painting, imaginative play, playgrounds
and many more fun activities we could do.

Jylianne painting  Gauravi & Shirshir  ~ Jus  tin Corey eating his Time fo rhome
face painti ng playing sausage sizzle

We went to Northgate State School for small school sports day where we ran in races and played games.
The children all tried their best and cheered for the senior children with all their might. They were the best
behaved children there (even if | do say so myself) and they represented their school proudly and
confidently.

The children have begun planting out edible garden at the front of the school. They are learning a lot about
gardening, nutrients and what plants (and other living things) need to survive. Thank-you to Garry (Shania’s
dad) for working tirelessly and helping us with this great project.

Corey & Shirshir  Strawberries starting Isab  ella with Corn seeds to First corn sp  rout

to fruit a wriggly worm plant
The children have all been working hard and on task in the classroom as well. They have applied themselves
in all areas of their school work. | cannot wait to see them for more exciting learning adventures in Term 3! |
am also excited to be able to share all of the children’s learning and progress to parents during parent
teacher interviews at the beginning of next term. | must also say a big thank-you to all the parent helpers
who have come in and supported us in the classroom this term. Let’s also not forget our wonderful teacher
aides, Keryn and Tamara who have done an amazing job this semester. Have a wonderful relaxing holiday
break and | look forward to seeing you next term!
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